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INDIJ 2026 IMPACT REPORT

In 2025, we:
	—Held a spotlight on a raft of federal policy changes and their significant 
impacts on Native communities, breaking news and shaping the national 
narrative.
	—Convened a virtual town hall on health care needs and funding cuts across 
Indian Country.
	—Provided crucial clarity on the effects of the government shutdown on 
tribes and their race to fill critical food security gaps.
	—Launched a partnership with Marquette University in Milwaukee, aimed at 
broadening our coverage of the Great Lakes region.  
	—Forged collaborations with other media organizations that expanded our 
depth and reach.
	—Grew our efforts to mentor the next generation of Indigenous media 
professionals. 
	—Continued to flood a void in the media landscape with impactful, 
multiformat journalism delivered through an Indigenous lens, helping 
audiences understand not just what happened but why it mattered.

ICT’s mission is as clear now as it was from the beginning: Delivering the  
news to our communities, where they are, reflecting our people as they are.

ICT IS OWNED BY INDIJ PUBLIC MEDIA, an Arizona-based 501(c)(3) 
public charity that sustains itself with funding from donors, foundations and 
other partners. (It is pronounced in-DIDGE, short for Indigenous Journalism, and 
ICT was formerly Indian Country Today.)

Katie Oyan
CEO

Mark Trahant 
Board Chair

OUR YEAR IN REVIEW
IndiJ Public Media turned an exciting page in 2025, 
welcoming its fifth new leader in 44 years along with five 
new board members, marking a new era of progress and 
commitment to the work ahead.
At the same time, our newsroom, ICT, carried on delivering 
the high-quality, hard-hitting journalism our audience 
has come to expect, layered with context and rooted in 
Indigenous values, history and sovereignty.
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Search  
Discovery 

47%-58% 
Search engines drove  
nearly half of all website  
traffic, with readers actively 
seeking Indigenous news  
and perspectives.

Mobile-First  
Audience 

50%-72% 
Most readers accessed  
ICT on mobile devices, peaking 
at 72% in February during 
federal layoff coverage.

Newsletter  
Growth

.8% 
Email subscribers grew 
steadily, with newsletter  
traffic to the website  
increasing from 1% to 8% 
throughout the year.

2025 AT A GLANCE
In 2025, ICT delivered Indigenous journalism to millions across the country and 
beyond through web, television and social media. From our bureaus to your living 
rooms, ICT connected communities with the stories that mattered most.
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2.7 MPage 
Views

Social Media  
Followers

Total Subscribers:

707 ,000

Key Insights:

576,693 82,496 27,644 16,100 4,284
▲  1.8% ▲  45% ▲  22% ▲  232% ▲  23% 

Facebook YouTubeInstagram TikTok LinkedIn

Our Growing Community:*

Newsletter  
Campaigns

Stories  
Told 

Most-Read Story of 2025

“RFK Jr. rescinds Indian Health Service layoffs” 
by Jourdan Bennett-Begaye

111,675 pageviews in 2025. 

Attracting 98,255 unique visitors to ictnews.org 
through our unique storytelling.

https://ictnews.org/news/rfk-jr-rescinds-indian-health-service-layoffs/
http://ictnews.org
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OUR IMPACT
ICT is unique in its combination of reach, expertise in tribal sovereignty and 
trusted relationships with Native communities. In 2025, our journalism reshaped 
Indigenous narratives, strengthened connections across Indian Country and 
inspired civic engagement through accurate, fact-based reporting. 

Driving the Narrative.	       
Shifts in federal policy had significant impacts 
on Indian Country through budget cuts, grant 
freezes and workforce reductions. ICT’s coverage 
shined a light on these issues and fueled the 
national conversation. In February, our swift 
reporting on the impacts of mass layoffs to 
tribal health and education programs was cited 
by national health organizations and by U.S. 
senators in a letter to President Donald Trump. 
Throughout the year, we also delivered leading, 
community-centered coverage on serious 
disruptions to tribal colleges and essential tribal 
services, stories that were leveraged by other 
local and national news outlets.

PATHWAYS TO HEALING:
EXPANDING ACCESS, ELEVATING EDUCATION, 

EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES

TOWNHALL
Convening for Health.   ↗ 
In June, ICT hosted a virtual town hall, “Pathways 
to Healing,” that focused on federal cuts to health 
care funding and services and their effects on tribal 
communities. It included expert insights from 
A.C. Locklear, CEO of the National Indian Health 
Board; Abigail Echo-Hawk, director of the Urban 
Indian Health Institute; and Dean S. Seneca, CEO of 
Seneca Scientific Solutions+. Hundreds tuned in for 
this discussion, which examined health disparities 
in Native communities and serious threats to 
programs aimed at chronic disease prevention and 
culturally centered healing.

Diving Deep on Identity.   
During Native American Heritage month, ICT 
launched a series of in-depth stories examining 
Indigenous identity that resonated deeply with our 
audience. This project challenged stereotypes by 
showing the full complexity of contemporary Native 
life, including the urban Native and Two-Spirit 
experiences, and efforts to combat invisibility amid 
flawed data narratives. Readers reported feeling 
seen and accurately represented by this series, 
which continues this year.

ICT plays a  
critical role 
in delivering 
essential 
climate and 
environmental 
news to Native 
audiences. It 
is vital for our 
communities 
to receive this 
information from 
our own people, 
who deeply 
understand the 
unique impacts 
on our lands, 
sovereignty, 
and way of life. 
By providing 
reporting 
through a Native 
American lens, 
ICT ensures that 
our stories are 
told with the 
cultural context 
and nuance 
that our people 
deserve.

JADE  
BEGAY, 
Indigenous rights  
and climate policy 
expert, organizer  
and filmmaker

https://ictnews.org/news/abrupt-federal-layoffs-expected-to-hit-tribal-programs/
https://ictnews.org/news/abrupt-federal-layoffs-expected-to-hit-tribal-programs/
https://ictnews.org/news/abrupt-federal-layoffs-expected-to-hit-tribal-programs/
https://ictnews.org/news/impact-of-drastic-federal-funding-cuts-on-tribal-colleges-universities-would-be-extremely-dire/
https://ictnews.org/news/tribes-could-lose-24-5b-under-trump-administration-proposal/
https://ictnews.org/news/tribes-could-lose-24-5b-under-trump-administration-proposal/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nU3xWJYGNoc
https://ictnews.org/news/indigenous-identity-holding-up-a-mirror/
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Centering Indigenous Knowledge.
ICT once again delved deep on underreported 
topics, including environmental justice issues 
in Indian Country, despite facing financial 
constraints around climate coverage. In 2025, 
we showcased countless examples of Indigenous 
knowledge shaping private land conservation, 
food sovereignty, river restoration, fire and forest 
management policies and more. We also were 
among the first to report on Typhoon Halong and 
provided ongoing coverage of the devastation it 
brought to Alaska Native communities.

OUR IMPACT (CONTINUED...)

FSTV is proud 
to be [a] 
distribution 
partner of ICT 
and will continue 
to show up for 
media makers 
like IndiJ 
Public Media 
that transform 
indigenous 
narratives 
and model 
journalistic 
integrity.

MARK 
WINSTON 
GRIFFITH, 
Co-Executive Director  
FreeSpeech TV

Delivering Crucial Clarity.   
As last year’s federal government shutdown 
approached, and then stretched into the longest 
on record, ICT led the way in delivering up-to-
date information on the outsized impacts to Native 
communities. ICT reporter Amelia Schafer’s fast, 
informed reporting led to an appearance on ABC 
News, where she explained the underlying trust and 
treaty violations and mounting concerns in Indian 
Country around food security issues. Audience 
members thanked us for our tireless efforts and for 
serving as a voice for our communities.

Providing a Voice.   
ICT maintained its commitment to persistent 
coverage of the crisis of missing and murdered 
Indigenous relatives in the U.S. and Canada. We 
brought new cases to light, kept cold cases front 
and center and held leaders and systems to account. 
Our content was republished by other news outlets 
and cited by the Bureau of Indian Affairs Office of 
Justice. 

Celebrating Indigenous Excellence.   ↗

Our weekly newscast amplified Indigenous 
visibility by showcasing a steady stream of Native 
leaders, innovators, entrepreneurs, athletes, 
artists, educators, language keepers and more. We 
brought viewers into our communities, kept them 
informed and provided a place to feel connected 
and represented.

https://ictnews.org/news/typhoon-halong-devastates-western-alaska-indigenous-villages/
https://ictnews.org/news/longest-government-shutdown-in-history-strains-already-thin-reserve-funds-for-many-tribes/ 
https://ictnews.org/news/south-dakota-mmip-office-hosting-dna-drive-to-help-bring-273-unidentified-indigenous-people-home/
https://youtu.be/3I0C_7SaAJ4?si=QxsdqBZdjEINbZgY
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OUR PARTNERSHIPS 
Expanding Reach, Building Careers. ICT deepened partnerships with 
universities, nonprofit organizations and newsrooms to expand regional 
coverage and provide new opportunities for Indigenous storytellers. 
These collaborations extended our reach while staying true to our editorial 
independence and mission—and created paid pathways for emerging 
Indigenous journalists. 

EXPANDING COVERAGE
Shared Reporters: Partnerships 

Amplifying Impact

UNDERSCORE NATIVE NEWS 
Pacific Northwest
Our shared reporting partnership with Oregon-
based Underscore Native News continued to 
deepen coverage of Native issues in the Pacific 
Northwest. Our 2025 coverage of disenrolled 
Nooksack Native citizens facing eviction was 
picked up by The New York Times, The Seattle 
Times and cited by the United Nations.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Global Indigenous Reporting Network
ICT joined AP’s Global Indigenous Reporting 
Network, resulting in collaborative coverage 
that reached millions. Our project on Great 
Plains tribes culling bison herds to address food 
security gaps during the government shutdown 
engaged viewers across social media platforms 
and news outlets nationwide. 

MONTANA FREE PRESS 
Our Indigenous Legislative Fellowship, in 
partnership with Montana Free Press, focused 
on Montana’s American Indian Caucus—
historically undercovered statehouse reporting. 
Our fellow covered both the regular and special 
legislative sessions. 

PBS WISCONSIN
North Central
ICT’s partnership with PBS Wisconsin helps 
to expand Indigenous perspectives to local 
public media audiences. Our shared reporter 
produced coverage of language revitalization 
efforts, deep federal funding cuts, major 
architectural discoveries and on-site reporting 
from the memorial of longtime tribal gaming 
leader Ernie Stevens.

MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY
North Central
In 2025, ICT announced a partnership  
with Marquette University in Wisconsin  
to house our North Central bureau, including  
a correspondent and paid intern. This builds 
on our existing relationship with the university, 
where we co-created an Indigenous journalism 
curriculum and expands our footprint in the 
Great Lakes region. 

INDIGENOUS NEWS ALLIANCE
ICT joined forces with Grist, High Country 
News, Osage News, Indigo News, AP, APTN and 
Mongabay News to form the Indigenous News 
Alliance—connecting Indigenous journalists 
and media outlets to facilitate news sharing, 
resource pooling and collaborative coverage 
of issues like the UN Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues. 

Mentoring The  
Next Generation

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY 
ICT worked with two ASU fellows in 2025 on 
both the editorial and business side of our 
organization. Our fellows published stories 
exploring Indigenous sports and community 
initiatives and worked with our marketing 
team to  strengthen brand recognition through 
comprehensive brand audits and audience 
awareness strategies. 

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
ICT partnered with the University of Montana 
reporting class, providing professional editing 
and mentorship to journalism students while 
featuring their coverage of Indigenous issues 
at the university and around their area on the 
ICT Newscast.

This experience 
[working at 
ICT] has helped 
me grow both 
professionally 
and personally 
while giving me 
a firsthand view 
of the care and 
intention behind 
a media network 
dedicated 
to sharing 
Indigenous news 
and critical 
issues with our 
communities.

AUTUMN 
ROSE M. 
WILLIAMS, 
(Shinnecock Nation), 
Graduate Assistant,  
ICT/IndiJ Public 
Media

https://www.underscore.news/justice/nooksack-eviction-exposes-gaps-in-native-property-rights/
https://www.ap.org/the-definitive-source/announcements/strengthening-indigenous-coverage-through-collaboration/
https://www.ap.org/the-definitive-source/announcements/strengthening-indigenous-coverage-through-collaboration/
https://apnews.com/article/shutdown-shooting-buffalo-tribal-food-aid-369d75433ec0a8fabeec0020db27db34
https://apnews.com/article/shutdown-shooting-buffalo-tribal-food-aid-369d75433ec0a8fabeec0020db27db34
https://apnews.com/article/shutdown-shooting-buffalo-tribal-food-aid-369d75433ec0a8fabeec0020db27db34
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DSvvHBliKZb/?igsh=NHllY2k4dWpyMHph
https://ictnews.org/author/kaiden-forman-webster/
https://ictnews.org/news/montana-american-indian-caucus-sets-legislative-agenda/
https://ictnews.org/the-press-pool/marquette-university-diederich-college-of-communication-partners-with-ict-for-milwaukee-newsroom/
https://ictnews.org/the-press-pool/marquette-university-diederich-college-of-communication-partners-with-ict-for-milwaukee-newsroom/
https://ictnews.org/news/your-guide-to-the-2025-un-permanent-forum-on-indigenous-issues/
https://ictnews.org/news/your-guide-to-the-2025-un-permanent-forum-on-indigenous-issues/
https://ictnews.org/author/addison-lenhart/
https://ictnews.org/author/addison-lenhart/
https://youtu.be/netHoNe49rg?si=cjWTUYSNE7V4lDJZ
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MEET OUR BOARD

Holly  
Cook Macarro

Red Lake  
Band of Ojibwe

SECRETARY

Michael Johnson
Three Affiliated  

Tribes of North Dakota
TREASURER

Kathy Baird
Sicangu Lakota,  

Rosebud Sioux Tribe,  
& Oneida nation of 
Wisconsin descent

Melissa  
Greene-Blye

Miami Tribe

Vanessa  
Casavant
Anishinaabe

Katie Oyan
Oglala Lakota

PRESIDENT & CEO,  
INDIJ PUBLIC MEDIA

EDITORIAL TEAM

Sydnie  
Turner

Administrative Assistant & 
Accounting Coordinator

Emily  
Matis
Grants  

Manager

Heather  
Donovan

Senior Director  
of Revenue

Katie Oyan
Oglala Lakota
President & CEO,  

IndiJ Public Media

Laura  
Fuentes

Chief Finance &  
Administrative Officer

Jacki  
Foster

Chickasaw Nation
Chief of Staff

Ebonye  
Delaney

Chief Strategy  
Officer

Dianna Hunt
Cherokee Nation  

descent
National Editor

Miles  
Morrisseau
Métis Nation

Special Correspondent

Kalle  
Benallie

Navajo Nation
Multimedia Journalist

Bobbi Ramirez
Navajo Nation

Social Media  
Specialist

Luna Reyna
Montana Little Shell 

Chippewa
Northwest Bureau Chief

Kevin  
Abourezk

Rosebud Sioux
National Correspondent

Daniel  
Herrera Carbajal

Southwest  
Correspondent

Mary Annette  
Pember

Red Cliff Band of Ojibwe
National Correspondent

Sasha Keenan
Marketing & Social  

Media Manager

Jourdan  
Bennett-Begaye

Diné
News Director, Digital

Kolby  
Kicking-Woman

Blackfeet & Aaniiih
Managing Editor

Shirley  
Sneve

Ponca & Sicangu Lakota
Senior, Multimedia Producer

Stewart  
Huntington
News Director,  

Video 

Erica  
Ayisi

North Central  
Correspondent

Amelia Schafer
Brothertown  
Indian Nation

North Central Correspondent

Pauly Denetclaw
Diné

Mountain West  
Correspondent

Nika Bartoo-Smith
Osage & Oneida Nation

Northwest  
Correspondent

Mark Trahant
Shoshone-Bannock

CHAIR
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Thanks to Our Supporters.
IndiJ Public Media receives support from national  
and local foundations and caring individuals who 
donate monthly and annually to our mission. This 
support from our community partners demonstrates 
that we are providing a valuable news service. 
We cannot do any of our vital work without our 
community’s generous support.

Ways to Give.
Donate online   
We offer secure payment 
processing with 
electronic receipts.

Mail a check:
Make a check out to  
IndiJ Public Media  
and send it to:
IndiJ Public Media
PO Box 929
Phoenix, AZ 85001

Donor-advised funds:
Recommend a gift via  
your donor-advised fund. 
Please direct it to:  
IndiJ Public Media,
tax ID number 
86-2229607
If you need an address, 
please use: 
PO Box 929, Phoenix,
AZ 85001

INDIJ 2026 IMPACT REPORT

American 
Journalism 
Project

Henry Luce 
Foundation

Schmidt Family 
Foundation

Borealis 
Foundation, 
Racial Equity 
in Journalism 
fund

MacArthur 
Foundation

Christensen 
Fund

NoVo 
Foundation

National 
Science 
Foundation

Emerson 
Collective

Skyline 
Foundation 

Cedar Tree 
Foundation

Headwaters 
Foundation 

High Stakes 
Foundation

Surdna 
Foundation

 Park 
Foundation

Ascendium

Illuminative

Kellogg 
Foundation

Johnson 
Scholarship 
Fund

Yarg 
Foundation

Joyce 
Foundation

Pechanga Band 
of Indians

FINANCIALS
As a nonprofit newsroom, ICT relies on a mix of philanthropy, sponsorship and 
community support. In 2025, we remained committed to:

	—Responsible financial management
	—Transparency with funders and stakeholders
	—Investing resources directly into journalism and talent

Every dollar supports reporting that serves Indigenous communities and 
strengthens democracy.

2025 	 $3,957,956 	 $3,247,483
2024 	 $4,827,227 	 $4,014,328
2023 	 $3,826,598 	 $4,424,539

Total Revenue 
by Year

Total Expenses 
by Year

RITA  
THISSEN, 
dedicated long-time 
donor and supporter

I believe that 
ICT-IndiJ Public 
Media and 
others do a great 
service, offering 
information and 
insights to all 
who will listen, 
information that 
non-Indigenous 
people do not get 
otherwise. I may 
be a spectator, 
but I’m an 
appreciative one.

https://ictnews.fundjournalism.org/donate/


ICT OFFICES

NORTH CENTRAL  
BUREAU

MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY 
DIEDERICH COLLEGE OF 

COMMUNICATION
Johnston Hall

1131 W Wisconsin Ave,
Milwaukee, WI 53233

PHOENIX  
HEADQUARTERS

WALTER CRONKITE 
SCHOOL OF  

JOURNALISM AND  
MASS COMMUNICATION

ARIZONA STATE 
UNIVERSITY

555 N Central Avenue,  
Suite 302

Phoenix, AZ 85004

MOUNTAIN WEST 
BUREAU

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA  
SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

Don Anderson Hall
32 Campus Drive

Missoula, MT 59812

ICT is a nonprofit 
multimedia news  

enterprise powered by  
IndiJ Public Media.  

 
Our mission is to share 

more stories from 
Indigenous communities, 

told by Indigenous voices, 
to honor our ancestors 

and empower future 
generations.


